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AP World History:  Unit 1 & 2 – 9 Week Test Review 
Directions.  Read each of the following questions carefully. Choose the best possible answer.
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Match the civilization / culture with the appropriate letter from the map.  
1.  Mesopotamia

2.  Indus Valley 

3.  Persia

4.  Anatolia

5.  Egypt


6.  The Hebrews embraced monotheism.  Their supremely powerful deity was named  

a.  Osiris




b.  Zeus


c.  Indra


d.  Yahweh

 7. Historians often consider the Neolithic Era a turning point in the history of the world.  Which of the following events that occurred in that period supports the contention?  


 



a. Transoceanic migrations spread human populations outside of the African continent



b. Development of pottery and basketry increased food production



c. Denser populations, specialized labor, and complex social relations gave rise to cities.



d. Humans abandoned slash-and-burn food production and focused on foraging.

8.  Which of the following is a similarity between common agricultural practices in ancient Egypt and ancient Mesopotamia?


a.  In both societies, erratic flooding caused the consistent fear of famine. 
b.  In both societies, the rulers proved unable to consistently manage water supplies, so farmers were unable to depend on irrigation.
c.  In both societies, outside invaders diverted water supplies, leading to a collapse of these societies.
d.  In both societies, high agricultural productivity led to a rapid increase in population and forced development and adoption of more sophisticated agricultural methods.  

10. The food supply of early farmers, compared to that of hunting gathering peoples,  

a. required less time to obtain.

b. required less labor to obtain.

c. was not as certain or secure.

d. was less varied and nutritious.

11. Perhaps the most important change associated with early agriculture was 
a. the development of slash-and-burn cultivation.

b. a population explosion.

c. constant warfare with hunter-gatherers.

d. trade and craft specialization.

12. Early societies developed civilizations in the floodplains of great rivers because the rivers and 

floodplains provided

a. spawning ground for fish.

b. fertile silt and water for agriculture.

c. a route for barge traffic.

d. a “natural compass” since all rivers run north to south.

13.1
13 Women in Mesopotamian society 
a. had a lower status than women in Paleolithic hunter-gatherer society

b. were equal to men

c. had a greater status than men

d. could move up in social status through hard work 
14. The culture that developed in Egypt was unique largely because of

a. Egypt’s interaction with other civilizations.

b. Egypt’s geographic isolation and natural environment.

c. Egyptian dominance in metalworking.

d. surplus agricultural production and trade.
15. The Mesopotamian law code of Hammurabi is famous. Why didn’t Egypt have a similar code of law?

a. The common law system based on precedent was used.

b. It was left to the people to determine the code of morality.

c. The wealthy merchant class controlled the legal system.

d. The king as god on earth was the source of all law.

16. Which of the following were characteristics of most early civilizations?

a. Cave dwellings and stone tools.

b. Animal herds and portable houses.

c. Large standing armies and elected governments.

d. Urban centers, growing populations, and writing systems.

e. Caravan trade, underground cities, and large ships.
17. The Mandate of Heaven meant that the Chinese ruler retained the right to rule as long as  
a. he remained the strongest in the kingdom.

b. he remained a wise and principled ruler of his people, maintaining order and harmony.

c. he performed the correct ritual sacrifices.

d. he maintained the support of the landowners.
18. Women were important contributors to the agricultural revolution because they were likely the gender who

a. made stone tools 
b. performed essential agricultural tasks such as plowing and irrigation.

c. found that farming required less work and less time.

d. gathered edible plants and knew where grains grew.

e. traded grains for meat.
19.  Because of its lack of land, the Phoenician civilization concentrated on 



a.  waging wars to acquire more land

b.  religious pursuits



c.  trade and commercial opportunities
d.  hiring themselves out as mercenaries
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20.  This illustration is most closely associated with which early civilization?

a.   China



d.  Indus Valley
b.   Mesopotamia 

e.  All of the above
c.   Egypt
21.  Who developed the first alphabetic system of writing?



a.  Phoenicians



c.  Canaanites



b.  Greeks




d.  Sumerians

22.  Which foreign invasion also brought important new technologies to Egypt?  


a.  Phoenicians



b.  Hebrews


c.  Hyksos




d.  Akkadians
23.  Pharaoh Akhenaten is known best for what revolutionary change in Egypt?     



a.  he freed all slaves








b.  he suppressed the old cult of gods and emphasized the primacy of Aten, the only true god


c.  he instituted trade contacts with the Mycenaean Greeks



d.  he was the first pharaoh to not have a pyramid built to entomb his remains

24. The Egyptian creation myth presents the universe as orderly and benevolent. This is due to

a. vast fertile plains and adequate rainfall.

b. the fact that they were monotheistic.

c. the yearly, consistent flooding of the Nile.

d. their constant fear of their gods vengeance.

26.  Where do humans first appear in the archeological record?  



a.  Southwest Asia



b.  the Americas



c.  Africa




d.  Oceania (Australia)

27.  The switch from hunting-foraging to systematic agriculture had what effect on food supply? 



a.  it was more reliable 


b.  it was more diversified

c.  it was more nutritious


d.  it was less susceptible to pests 

28.  This term identifies the domestication of animals for food and other uses.



a.  Hunter-Foraging  



b.  Systematic Agriculture



c.  Pastoralism
 



d.  Irrigation

29.  The most significant defining characteristic of the paleolithic era was that



a.  human beings used stone and bone tools in their cultivation of crops.



b.  the peoples relied on hunting and gathering for subsistence.



c.  men and women engaged in the same economic activities.



d.  people domesticated animals.





30.  A common characteristic shared by the first civilizations:



a.  Were monotheistic



c.  Developed on mountain plateaus



b.  Developed in East Africa


d.  Developed in river valleys

31.  The Neolithic Revolution is best described as 



a.  the switch from stone tools to bronze tools



b.  the switch from nomadic lifestyles to settled, town based lifestyles



c.  the switch from polytheism (belief in many gods) to monotheism (belief in one God)



d.  the switch from a hunter-forager lifestyle to that based on systematic agriculture

32.  Which of the following was NOT an effect of the Neolithic Revolution?



a.  surpluses of food and other goods led to specialization of labor







b.  population increased




c.  food supplies were more reliable (but not necessarily more nutritious) 



d.  towns and villages developed democratic governments 



e.  agriculturalists settled down in towns and villages since they no longer needed to 

follow the migration cycles of the animals they hunted 

33.  The source of power of the rulers of the earliest states:



a.  the consent of the governed



b.  the consent of a few powerful individuals



c.  the gods (divine support)



d.  the merchant class

34.  Mesopotamia, the first known civilization, was situated in what river valley?



a.  Nile River




b.  Tigris and Euphrates Rivers



c.  Indus River




d.  Yellow River

35.  Which culture is Zoroastrianism associated with?



a.  Egypt


b.  Persia



c.  Greece


d.  Hebrew 

Chapter 9 - State, Society, and the Quest for Salvation in India 

1.
The Indian political scene changed dramatically in 520 B.C.E. when new administrative techniques were introduced after the invasion of the 

a. Aryans.


b. Greeks.

c. Chinese.


d. Austronesians.

e. Persians.  
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2.
In 327 B.C.E., India was thrown into political chaos by the invasion of

a. the Persian king Cyrus.

b. the Assyrian king Tiglath-Pileser III.

c. Chandragupta Maurya.

d. Alexander of Macedon.  

e. Qin Shihuangdi.
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3.
The first ruler to unify India was

a. Cyrus the Great.

b. Ashoka Maurya.

c. Chandragupta Maurya.  
d. Harsha.

e. Shihuangdi.
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5.
The rock and pillar edicts were issued by

a. Kautalya.


b. Harsha.

c. Hammurabi.


d. Chandragupta Maurya.

e. Ashoka.  
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6.
This Mauryan emperor was known for his Buddhism, for encouraging road building and irrigation systems, and for expanding the empire to its greatest reach.

a. Chandragupta Maurya.

b. Ashoka  

c. Shah Jahan


d. Chandra Gupta

e. Pataliputra
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7.
The year 320 C.E. saw the creation of the Gupta dynasty by

a. Chandragupta Maurya.

b. Harsha.

c. Samudra Gupta.


d. Chandra Gupta.  

e. Cyrus the Great.
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8.
Politically, the Guptas

a. achieved the same level of centralized power that had existed under the Mauryas.

b. left local government and administration in the hands of their allies.  

c. created a much larger and more powerful state than the Mauryas did.

d. brought unprecedented civil strife to India.

e. were able to bring complete unification to India by spreading a state-supported religion.
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9.
The eventual collapse of the Gupta state was partially caused by an invasion by the

a. Persians.


b. White Huns.  

c. Chinese



d. Romans.

e. Mauryas.
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10.
The success and timing of trade, through the Indian Ocean basin, largely depended on

a. controlling the actions of Turkish pirates.

b. forming a lasting trading partnership with China.

c. understanding the rhythms of the monsoon winds.  

d. the Indian desire to purchase pepper from the Romans.

e. the invention of a revolutionary sailing vehicle.
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11.
One of the biggest transformations of the caste system during this period was

a. the elimination of the brahmins as a caste.

b. the rise of guilds, which essentially served as jati.  

c. the rise of the untouchables to an equal status to the rest of the castes.

d. the rise of the kshatriyas to the top position.

e. the complete destruction of the caste system.
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12.
Essentially, much of the responsibility for maintaining social order in India during these years fell to 

a. the Mauryan emperors themselves.

b. the powerful Buddhist monasteries.

c. the jati.  





d. the writers and philosophers of classical India.

e. Hindu religious police.
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13.
Ancient Indian religion revolved around ritual sacrifices offered by whom?

a. Kshatriyas

b. brahmins  

c. vaishyas


d. shudras
e. jati
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14.
The religious group that carefully swept the ground before them as they walked to avoid harming any invisible insects was the

a. Zoroastrians.

b. Jains.  

c. Buddhists.

d. Hindus.

e. Sikhs.








Page: 178

15.
The greatest social contribution of the Jains was

a. their support of the traditional caste system.

b. the fact that they did not recognize social hierarchies based on caste.  

c. their incorporation into the brahmin caste.

d. the implementation of their law code after they became the leading religion of India.

e. their incorporation into the kshatriyas.
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17.
The fundamental doctrine of Buddhism was known as the

a. Three Principles of the People.

b. Second Triad.

c. Four Noble Truths.  


d. Ahimsa Path.

e. Path of Reincarnation.
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18.
The bodhisattva is associated with what religion?

a. Buddhism  


b. Judaism

c. Zoroastrianism


d. Hinduism

e. Jainism
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Chapter 7 - The Empires of Persia 

21.
The major early turning point in the rise of the Persian empire was the

a. victory of Darius at Salamis.

b. victory of Cyrus over Lydia. 

c. victory in the Persian Wars.

d. defeat of the Sasanid empire.

e. victory of Cambyses over Rome.
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22.
Which of the following lists of Persian empires is correct, chronologically?

a. Achaemenids, Sasanids, Seleucids, Parthians



b. Parthians, Achaemenids, Seleucids, Sasanids

c. Sasanids, Parthians, Seleucids, Achaemenids

d. Achaemenids, Seleucids, Parthians, Sasanids 

e. Sasanids, Seleucids, Parthians, Achaemenids
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23.
The founder of the Achaemenid empire was

a. Xerxes.


b. Cambyses.

c. Cyrus. 


d. Darius.

e. Alexander.
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24.
Which emperor presided over the greatest expansion of Persian power and territory?

a. Darius. 

b. Cyrus.

c. Xerxes.

d. Cambyses.

e. Miltiades.
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25.
Satrapies were

a. Mesopotamian kings.


b. Egyptian administrators.

c. Persian administrative units. 

d. demons of the Lydian underworld.

e. Arabian merchants.
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26.
Which of the following empires normally displayed the greatest degree of toleration toward its subject peoples?

a. Assyrian


b. Greek

c. Egyptian

d. Achaemenid 

e. Olmec
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27.
The center of the Persian communications network was the 

a. Royal Road. 

b. qanat.

c. Emperor’s Trail.
d. use of Assyrian mercenary spies.

e. Persian navy.
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28.
The qanat were

a. Persian underground canals. 


b. Persian oral historians.

c. the religious texts of the Zoroastrians.

d. the priestly class of the Persians.

e. the parables of Zarathustra.
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29.
For his decision to allow them to return to their capital city and rebuild their temple, Darius received high praise from these people. Who were they?

a. Assyrians

b. Egyptians

c. Medes


d. Jews 

e. Dravidians
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31.
The battle of Marathon in 490 B.C.E. proved to be

a. a bloody stalemate with, neither side claiming victory.

b. an overwhelming Persian victory over the Greeks.

c. a Greek victory over the Persians. 

d. a slight victory that turned the tide in Persia’s favor in the Persian Wars.

e. a Roman victory.
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33.
The Sasanids were defeated in 651 C.E. by

a. Byzantine imperial forces.


b. Roman forces.

c. Parthian armies.




d. Islamic Arab warriors. 

e. the Greek navy.
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34.
The social structure of the Medes and Persians was originally very similar to the

a. Mesopotamians.



b. Greeks.

c. Aryans. 





d. Romans.

e. Egyptians.
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35.
Zoroastrianism was

a. spread by force throughout the Persian empire.

b. very strongly monotheistic.

c. repudiated by the Sasanids.

d. allowed to spread through its own merits. 

e. borrowed by the Persians from the Assyrians.
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38.
Which of the following basic tenets of Zoroastrianism did NOT influence later religions?

a. the belief in a heaven and hell

b. the encouragement of high moral standards

c. the view of the material world as a place of temptation that had to be ignored 

d. the doctrine that individuals will undergo a final judgment

e. the belief that each individual plays a key role in determining his or her spiritual destiny
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39.
Zarathustra viewed the material world

a. as an illusion.

b. as a trick of Angra Mainyu to mislead the faithful.

c. as the equivalent of hell.

d. as a gift from Ahura Mazda that should be enjoyed. 

e. as a resting place for the reincarnated.
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Chapter 8 - The Unification of China 

40.
The Qin and Han dynasties

a. copied the ruling techniques of the Aryans.

b. did not push for centralization as thoroughly as the Achaemenids did.

c. imposed order on India.

d. never mastered the administrative brilliance and unification of the Zhou period.

e. went further than the Persian emperors in their efforts to foster cultural unity. 
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41.
The collection of Confucian sayings and teachings is known as the

a. Mencius.



b. Memoirs of a Philosopher.

c. Analects. 



d. Reflections on a Quiet Life.

e. Reflections on Things at Hand.
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42.
The philosophy of Confucius

a. formed a thoroughly practical and secular approach to life. 

b. called for a strict adherence to the will of the gods.

c. addressed abstruse philosophical questions.

d. was deeply religious.

e. was inspired by the Hindu Upanishads.
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43.
Confucius believed that political and social harmony

a. came from a retreat into a quiet life of meditation.

b. arose from the proper ordering of human relationships. 

c. depended on the proper structuring of a strong centralized government.

d. was available to human beings if they expressed a deep devotion to the gods.

e. could only be imposed by a powerful king.
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45.
The most influential post-Confucian philosopher, who served as the chief spokesman for Confucius’s philosophy, was

a. Xunzi.

b. Mencius. 

c. Laozi.

d. Shang Yang.

e. Shihuangdi.
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46.
At the heart of Mencius’s philosophy was the belief that

a. human nature was essentially good. 

b. it was better to withdraw from life and follow a path of inaction.

c. a repressive government was the best approach to curbing human selfishness.

d. deep devotion would bring reward from the gods.

e. human nature was essentially bad.
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47.
The philosophy that criticized social activism and, instead, proposed a life of reflection and introspection was

a. Legalism.


b. Confucianism.

c. Daoism. 


d. Mencianism.

e. Platonism.
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48.
The traditional founder of Daoism is considered to be

a. Xunzi.



b. Laozi. 

c. Zhuangzi.


d. Mencius.

e. Wudi.
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49.
What was the Chinese political philosophy that called for clear and strict laws?

a. Confucianism



b. Legalism 

c. Daoism




d. Buddhism

e. Hinduism
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50.
The first ruler to unite all of China was

a. Liu Bang.




b. Prince Wu.

c. Qin Shihuangdi. 



d. Wang Mang.

e. Prince Yu.
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51.
Which one of the following was NOT one of Qin Shihuangdi’s policies?

a. strong centralized rule




b. support of traditional learning 

c. huge public works projects



d. disarming regional military forces

e. building protective walls
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52.
The Chinese emperor who was notorious for his hatred of Confucianism and for his burning of books was

a. Qin Shihuangdi. 




b. Wudi.

c. Liu Bang.





d. Wang Mang.

e. Jiang.
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53.
Qin Shihuangdi’s most important contribution to China was

a. building the precursor to the Great Wall.

b. his elaborate tomb, which tells us much about the Qin religious orientation.

c. his appreciation and support of education.

d. establishing a precedent for centralized imperial rule. 

e. his conversion to Buddhism.
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55.
Fifteen thousand terra-cotta soldiers were unearthed in the tomb of

a. Maodun.



b. Wang Mang.

c. Xiongnu.



d. Liu Bang.

e. Shihuangdi. 
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56.
The founder of the Han dynasty was

a. Wudi.

b. Liu Bang. 

c. Shihuangdi.

d. Wang Mang.

e. Jiang Zemin.
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57.
Which group of people was the greatest military threat to the Han dynasty?

a. the Hmong

b. the Koreans

c. the Mongols

d. the Japanese

e. the Xiongnu 
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Answer Key



Unit 1 & 2 9 week test review


Mr. Wyka
1. B

2. E

3. D

4. C

5. A

6. D

7. C

8. D

9. Not included

10. D

11. B

12. B

13. A

14. B

15. D

16. D

17. B

18. D

19. C

20. B

21. A

22. C

23. B

24. C

25. Not included

26. C

27. A

28. C

29. B

30. D

31. D

32. D

33. C

34. B

35. B

Chapters 9, 8, and 7  (some questions are not included in the review)
1.  e   Persians

2.  D

3.  c

4.  e


5.  E

6.  b

7.  d


8.  B

9.  b

10.  c


11. B

12.  c

13.  b


14.  B

15.  b

16. c


17.c

18.a

19.c

20. b

21.  b

22.  d




23.  c

24.  a

25.  c

26.  d

27. a

28.  a

29.  d

30. d

31.  c

32. b

33. d
34. c

35.  d

36. b

37.  e

38.  c

39.  d

40.  e

41. c

42.  a

43.  b

44.  e

45.  b

46.  a

47.  c

48.  b

49.  b

50. c

51. b

52. a

53. d

54. e

55. e

56.  b

57.  e

