
The Gunpowder Empires in the 1500s.  Can you name three 
civilizations we’ve studied from these regions that came 

before the three Muslim Gunpowder Empires?  
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Keep in Mind

• What’s going on in the rest of the world in the 
early years of the Gunpowder Empires (1450-
1550)?  

• Being Muslim Empires, the Ottoman Empire, 
Safavid Empire, and Mogul Empire, are sure to 
have some commonalities.  However, what 
was different between them?  That is the 
more interesting question.



Lesson Vocabulary

• Taj Mahal

• Janissaries

• devshirme

• Akbar

• Shah Abbas

• Battle of Lepanto

• Suleiman I





Key Questions

• Why are they called Gunpowder Empires?

• Which was the largest and most successful?

• Why did they fall?

• What commonalities did they share?

• What differences?

• Why did Russia, also a Gunpowder Empire 
succeed while the 3 Islamic GP empires faded?





Be nice today to someone you 
ordinarily wouldn’t even notice…. 

Just because.  



Critical Thinking:

What common factor led to 
the decline of all three 
gunpowder empires?



Looking back…



The Frankish king who was crowned 

emperor by the pope on Christmas day, 800.  

Charlemagne



Quiz Time
You may use 
your notes 
from this 

lecture, and 
only your 

notes.  


