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Kindness – the state of being kind, generous, and just 
basically good toward others.  



Kindness – the state of being kind, generous, 
and just basically good toward others.  

In short, just do the right thing my 
students.  Choose to do good and shun 
evil.  Turn away from those things that 
breed hatred and hurt.  Turn toward 
those things that make others smile.  Be 
the best person you can be and be kind 
to others.  



The Renaissance lead to the 
Enlightenment

How?

• By encouraging scholar’s beliefs in human 
reason.  

The Enlightenment coincided with and was closely 
related to the Scientific Revolution.

Scientists began to rely on testing and experimentation 
to verify their hypothesis.  



Do you know Adam Smith?

Let me introduce you….

• Economic philosopher

• Wrote about laissez-faire

• Invisible hand

• Foundation of modern capitalism



Baron de Montesqueiu

• When you think Mont - es – queiu, think 
SEPARATION OF POWERS.

• Our American Founders were influenced by 
Montesquieu’s writings that government’s 
powers should be                                                                  
broken up into                                          
separate branches.  



Popular Sovereignty

• The Enlightenment idea that government should be 
given its power to govern by the “consent of the 
governed”.

• This idea is expressed in our Constitution’s very first 
words, the Preamble.

• “We the People of the United States, in Order to form a 
more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic 
Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote 
the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty 
to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish 
this Constitution for the United States of America.”





Mohandas Gandhi

• In the mid twentieth century (20th), Gandhi worked 
peacefully to bring about an India free of British 
colonial rule.

• He believed that he could bridge the gap between 
Hindu and Muslim Indians and bring about an India 
for both Hindus and Muslims.

• When Britain did give up colonial control, India was 
partitioned into India for the Hindus and Pakistan for 
the Muslims.  

• Is this in line with Gandhi’s beliefs and hopes or in 
contrast to his beliefs and hopes?





The Enlightenment and the 
American Revolution

The Founding Fathers were inspired by 
Enlightenment philosophers and used 

Enlightenment ideas to justify the American 
Revolution.

Separation of Powers

Natural Rights



Consent of the Governed

Consent of the Governed is an idea put forth by our 
friend, John Locke, who we know inspired so many 
of our nation’s founders like Ben Franklin and 
Thomas Jefferson.
• The People must approve of their government in 

order for the government to be legitimate.
• This principle was put into action when the 

Constitution was sent to the states to be 
approved (or not).
– This “approval by the people” gave the new 

government legitimacy.  




